Editorial comment: Various animal models have ®gured prominently in the advances made in the ®eld of erection physiology. Their applications are generally found to be most valuable with techniques for stimulating and monitoring erectile responses experimentally. The role of intracavernosal pressure monitoring (ICP) has been used effectively to measure hemodynamic events of the penis as an index of erectile function. These investigators have extended ICP monitoring to the mouse species level. This technique was successfully applied in the anesthetized mouse following both the electrical stimulation of the cavernosal nerve and intracavernosal pharmacostimulation by vasoactive agents (the non-speci®c phosphodiesterase inhibitor, papaverine hydrochloride, and the non-selective inhibitor of nitric oxide production, nitro-L arginine methyl ester). The results establish a similar peripheral erection physiology at the mouse level as has been shown in the rat and other larger animal species. ICP monitoring in the mouse appears to offer a useful investigational tool for future work, in view of the increasing utilization of transgenic mice that may clarify erectile mechanism and the likely greater availability and inexpense of mice for scienti®c investigation. Editorial comment: The science of erection physiology has extended increasingly to studies pertaining to central mechanisms associated with penile erection. A seemingly important brain nucleus is conjectured to be the medial preoptic area (MPOA) of the hypothalamus, although its precise role in controlling peripheral activities in the genital region has not been well established. These investigators undertook an integrative study in the rat involving MPOA electrical stimulation and computerized
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